Slug retention unit prevents slugs from pulling during stamping
July 12, 2012

Slugs that pull during a stamping operation can end up in the work zone and potentially damage either the stamped part
or the die. DTC Products, a division of Dec Tool Corp., has developed a patented device, the Slug Retention Machine,
that prevents slugs from pulling back onto the die block.
The machine uses a pneumatically powered grinder to machine a small angled groove into the side wall of the die cavity
in a stamping die. A micrometer coupled to the drive of the machine's slide enables precise movement of the machine’s
carriage to control the depth of the slug retention groove.
The groove is machined in at a calculated depth and angle to the die surface to create the right amount of interference.
During the stamping operation, slugs expand into these grooves, which prevents them from pulling back up to the top of
the die block and onto the die surface where they can cause damage to the strip, final part, or the die. The retention
grooves can be machined into the die openings while the die is still in the press.
The machine is less than 10 in. high and features a magnetic base that allows it to be mounted temporarily but firmly in
place on the die surface during the grooving operation.
Thefabricator.com provides metal fabrication professionals with market news, the industry's best articles, product news,
and conference information from the Fabricators & Manufacturers Association, Intl.
Thefabricator.com covers technologies in the following areas:
Laser Welding Shop Management Blanking, Drawing, and Deep Drawing Assembly Coil Processing Sawing Consumables
Power Tools Folding Arc Welding Tube and Pipe Production For Engineers Press Technology Automation and Robotics
Stamping Waterjet Cutting Welding Inspection Metals/Materials Tube and Pipe Fabrication Materials Handling Plasma
Cutting Training and Retention Machining Welding Punching Industry Trends and Analysis Aluminum Welding Finishing
Laser Cutting CAD/CAM Software Press Feeding Bending Shearing Cutting and Weld Prep Testing and Measuring Roll
Forming Art and Sculpture Cutting Repair and Field Welding Tool and Die For CEOs Resistance Welding Safety Back Page
Oxyfuel Cutting Shop Strategies Fab Stories Hydroforming

